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Lure of sun
at midnight

TRAVEL: In our series of dream
destinations, a reader writes
about the home of reindeer

NO 12: LAPLAND |

I'm off to the Arctic Circle, where sand and swrf are
foreign and palm trees don't exist. It's hard to envisage
from our Pacific haven, yet I have imagined the
enchantment of Lapland since childhood.

How glorious to witness the enigmatic midnight sun
that marks Lapland’s short summer. To see the stm
hover on the horizon all day and all night in orange
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It's a snow-covered wilderness for much of the year,
and winter dominates the region with icy darkness and
cold — elements that add a purpose and charm to
winter. Snow means skiing and snowmobiling. It is also
riding in a sleigh pulled by a team of huskies and laugh-
ing out loud into the vastness.

Home to the Sami people, one of the ‘oldest civilisa-
tions on earth, Lapland is far removed from the rapidly
growing cosmopolitan city of Auckland. How young we
are in comparison to the Samis — people who adapted to
a harsh land, as our own ancestors once did, but thou-
sands of years apart.

I want to stand still and take in the immensity and
charming rawness of nature, alongside people who
Imow its nuances intimately.
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and catching the mysterious northern lights, spiralling
bands of coloured light undulating through the black-
ness. Muminated rays dancing across the polar sky like
a magic curtain.
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B ps, backlit Ly
green, will be just fine. — Sally Blyth

Fly from Auckland to Helsinki retum from $1899a
person. Add on a flight from Hedsinki to Rovaniemi retum
from $760 a person. Threa nights accommodation in
Fovaniemi starts from $355 a person, including ::isu]lguI
Scandinavian breakdast.

Travel from January 1 to March 31. Contact Flight
Centre on 0800 24 35 44, Conditions apply.
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